THE EMPLOYMENT OF
MANUAL SCAVENGERS AND
CONSTRUCTION OF DRY LATRINES
(PROHIBITION) ACT, 1993
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CHAPTER I
PRELIMINARY

This Act may be called the Employment of Manual Scavengers
and Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act, 1993.

It applies in the first instance to the whole of the States of Andhra
Pradesh, Goa, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Tripura and West Bengal
and to all the Union territories and it shall also apply to such other
State which adopts this Act by resolution passed in that behalf under
clause (1) of Article 252 of the Constitution.

It shall come into force in the States of Andhra Pradesh, Goa,
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Tripura and West Bengal and in the Union
territories on such date as the Central Government may, by
notification, appoint and in any other State which adopts this Act
under clause (1) of Article 252 of the Constitution, on the date of
such adoption.

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,-

(a) “area”, in relation to any provision of this Act, means such
area as the State Government may, having regard to the
requirements of that provision, specify by notification;

(b) ”building” means a house, out-house, stable, latrine, urinal,
sheet house, hut, wall (other than a boundary wall) or any
other structure whether made of masonry, bricks, wood, mud,
metal or other material; ’

(c) “dry latrines” means a latrine other than a water-seal latrine;

(d) “environment” includes water, air and land and the inter-
relationship which exist among and between water, air and
land and human beings, other living creatures, plants, micro-
organism and property;

(e) “environmental pollutant” means any solid, liquid or gaseous
substance present in such concentration as may be, or tend
to, be injurious to environment;

(f) “environmental pollution” means the presence in the
environment of any environmental pollutant;

(g) “Executive Authority” means an Executive Authority
appointed under sub-Section (1) of Section 5;

(h) “HUDCO” means the Housing and Urban Development
Corporation Limited, a Government company registered by
that name under the Companies Act, 1956;
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)

(n) “water-seal latrine” means a pour-flush latrine, water flush
latrine or a sanitary latrine with a minimum water-seal of 20
millimetres diameter in which human excreta is pushed in or
flushed by water. -

CHAPTERII

PROHIBITION OF EMPLOYMENT OF MANUAL
SCAVENGERS, ETC.

Subject to sub-section (2) and the other provisions of this Act, with
effect from such date and in such area as the State Government
may, by notification, specify in this behalf, no person shall-

(a) engage in or employ for or permit to be engaged in or
employed for any other person for manually carrying human
excreta; or

(b) construct or maintain a dry latrine.

The State Government shall not issue a notification under sub-
section (1) unless-

(i) ithas, by notification, given not less than ninety days’ notice
of its intention to do so;

(i) adequate facilities for the use of water-seal latrines in that
area exist; and

(iii) it is necessary Or expedient to do so for the protection and
improvement of the environment or public health in that area.
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